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Z-cataloguing provides an easy way to download cataloguing data records from the Internet. 
 
Records are directly downloaded from an online source "on the fly" rather than by ordering. 
 
In some cases, Z-cataloguing can be faster than the normal importing of MARC records from a file. 
 
Z-cataloguing uses the "z39.50 protocol" to search for and download records. 
( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Z39.50 ) 
 
* Note: The SCIS API is an alternate method that provides similar functionality but without using 
z39.50. SCIS API may be used in situations in which z39.50 is unavailable. See the SCIS API Fact 
Sheet for more information. 
 
Z39.50 can be blocked 
On some systems, access to Z39.50 can be blocked by network policies. This can be either at the 
school-level or on the state-wide network or both. See the Technical Notes section at the end for 
more information. 
 
Z39.50 Data Sources  
Z-cataloguing retrieves MARC catalogue records from z39.50 servers or "data sources" on the 
Internet. Many libraries around the world have these servers. Most require login credentials – a 
username and password – but some do not. All data source Sites need to be registered in 
Bookmark before they can be used. 
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Configuring 
To be used, Z-cataloguing must be activated then tested. 
 
Go to Controls then click on General Controls. Click on the Cataloguing tab. Locate the Z-
cataloguing frame on the right side. 
 

 
 
The "Use z39.50" checkbox must be ticked. This activates the function. It can be ticked whether 
z39.50 is available or blocked. 
 
 
Edit Z-cataloguing sources list 
This popup dialog is used to configure the Z-cataloguing data sources. It can also be used to add 
other sources to the list. 
 

 
 
Use the dropdown list at the top to edit a currently registered source. SCIS is the default but the 
most recently used source is always displayed first. 
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Three default data sources are provided: 

 Schools Cataloguing Information Service 

 Nataional Library of Australia (NLA) 

 U.S. Library of Congress (LOC) 
 
Closing the window auto-saves any changes. Re-open to work on another source. 
 
NLA and LOC do not require a username and password but to access the SCIS z39.50 source, a 
username and password are required. See below. 
 
Other z39.50 sites can be found via an Internet search. Something like "z39.50 servers" will 
produce lists or sites with lists. Many libraries in Australia provide a z39.50 service. They may 
require usernames and passwords and membership. 
 
To add another sit to the list, click on the New button. 
 
 
Test SCIS Connection 
Use the "Test z39.50 connection to SCIS" button to see if a connection is possible or blocked. A 
username and password are not required for the simple test so it can also check to see if z39.50 is 
available. 
 

 
 
Test Source 
Use the Test source button to see if the z39.50 source is available and configured correctly. If the 
source is unavailable or details are incorrect, then a test failed notice appears. 
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If the test is successful … 
 

 
 
Tests for NLA and LOC do not require a username and password. However, access to those sites 
may be blocked but SCIS may be available. 
 
 
Special Instructions for SCIS users – z39.50 access to SCIS 
The SCIS cataloguing service provides a z39.50 option. This is the default Z-cataloguing source in 
Bookmark. To use this option, a SCIS subscription is required, the necessary port unblocked on 
the network and the URL whitelisted. (See Technical Notes.) 
 
The SCIS z39.50 login details need to be checked and possibly adjusted as the password can be 
different to the regular SCIS credentials. For information on how to check the SCIS z39.50 access, 
see the SCIS Help article at 
 https://help.scisdata.com/hc/en-us/articles/115011883728-How-do-I-set-up-z39.50 . 
 
In Bookmark, click on the "Edit Z-cataloguing sources list" button to pop up a window. In the drop-
down Source list at the top, select the SCIS option. Add your username and password for z39.50 
access. 
 
Click on Test Source to make sure access is available. This test must be successful for Z-
cataloguing with SCIS to work. 
 
Closing saves. 
 
 
Using Z-Cataloguing 
Z-cataloguing can make cataloguing items quicker and easier. 
 
In AddEdit Items, enter a new item number or barcode just as you would to manually catalogue a 
new record. Click on the Z-Cataloguing button at the top. Select the source then enter a query. 
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The query can be an ISBN or words from a title. Results are listed. Select the desired item then 
finish cataloguing as normal. 
 
Note: if using the SCIS API only and Z-cataloguing is not active, then a SCIS API button will 
appear instead of Z-Cataloguing. If both are active, only the Z-Cataloguing button appears. 

 

 
 
Select an entry by clicking to highlight then click OK. Double-clicking will also select. 
 
A MARC record is downloaded and displayed. 
 
Note: Z-cataloguing cannot be used to "order" multiple records. This can only be done via the 
normal SCIS ordering webpage and Import Items in Bookmark. 
 
If the number of records found exceeds the maximum set in Controls, a message is shown. 
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After clicking on Yes or No, the records are downloaded into the computer's memory. A file is not 
saved. 
 
Note: downloading a large number of records can take some time. 
 

mailto:education.bookmark@sa.gov.au
http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/


email website 
education.bookmark@sa.gov.au  http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/ 

 

D:\BMV10\FactSheets\FSZCataloguing.doc Revised:  17/12/2019 

List Titles 
When using Z-cataloguing, a "List Titles" button appears at the top of the window. Clicking on this 
brings up the list of titles found by the search. 
 
New Items and Updating Existing Items 
Z-cataloguing can be used when entering new items or to update an existing item's catalogue data. 
 
If a new item, enter the item number or barcode first then click on the Z-cataloguing button. 
 
To update, bring the item up in AddEdit as normal then click on the Z-cataloguing button. Holdings 
info on the right is not affected, but all catalogue fields are replaced. 
 
 
Bulk Ordering 
Z-cataloguing is primarily intended for "on the fly" cataloguing. However, it is possible to place an 
order for up to 30 ISBNs. In Bookmark, go to Cataloguing then Import Items. Click on the Z-
Cataloguing button. 
 

 
 
Scan in a list of ISBNs and click on Submit. 
 
Titles downloaded are saved into a MARC file. After saving, go to Import MARC Records to open 
the file and process the records. 
 
 
 
 
Technical Note – Windows users 
Z39.50 in Bookmark uses Index Data's YAZ software. It should work in all Windows 10 systems 
but will fail in Windows XP and may not work in some Windows 7 systems. The 2015 version of the 
"Microsoft Windows C++ Redistributable" software library must have been installed. It usually is 
normally provided with Windows 10, but may need to be installed on Windows 7 systems. 
 
 
Special Technical Note - Ports 
Z39.50 uses ports 7090 or 210 depending on the source. Many networks automatically block 
access to these ports. The port can be blocked at both the school-level and the state-network level. 
If blocked, Z-cataloguing will not work. Only Victoria and South Australia currently allow public 
schools unblocked access to Z-cataloguing. South Australia only allows access to the SCIS source 
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but not others. Private schools, however, may be unblocked.. A simple test can be made to 
determine if z39.50 or "Z-cataloguing" can be used. See below. 
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